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Governor Leads Green Business Development Mission to Sweden
Opens new foreign office in Stockholm to tap region's strengths in bio, alternative energy

ANNAPOLIS, MD (June 10, 2009) —Governor Martin O’Malley
led a Maryland delegation through a packed agenda today in
Sweden, meeting with Swedish bio and clean technology
companies, touring an eco-friendly city, and addressing an
American Chamber of Commerce reception. The Governor’s
visit is designed to expand international investment and trade
with Scandinavia and advance sustainable business practices in
Maryland. DBED Secretary and Sweden native Christian
Johansson accompanied the Governor on the one-day tour to illustrate ways that European clean
and green technologies could be implemented in Maryland to solve environmental and agricultural
challenges.

“In many ways, Maryland’s future will be determined by how
quickly and effectively we employ greener and cleaner
technologies to create jobs, drive our economy and power our
cars and homes,” said Governor Martin O’Malley. “This
economic development mission is an important way we can
learn from our European partners to create a smarter and
greener Maryland as well as identify partnership opportunities
for Maryland clean energy companies.”

Governor O’Malley began the day with Sweden’s Deputy Prime
Minister, Maud Olofsson, discussing details of a unique
partnership between the U.S. Department of Energy, Sweden’s
Energy Agency and Volvo to advance hybrid technology. This
$48 million international collaboration will directly benefit
Maryland in the coming years as most of the research and
development is slated to take place in Volvo’s Hagerstown facility.

The Governor then attended a breakfast meeting with Swedish bio industry leaders to discuss the
State’s BioMaryland 2020 initiative and lay the groundwork for a Swedish delegation visit to
Maryland later this year. The Governor then toured Hammarby Sjostad, a lakeside, eco-friendly
model city for urban redevelopment where waste, sewage and water is recycled to power houses
and offices. The delegation then met with 20 Swedish clean technology companies looking to
expand in the U.S. as well as a Swedish alternative energy company that is successfully using poultry
manure as a fuel source. Governor O’Malley finished the day at an American Chamber of Commerce
reception where he was asked to share details of his
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successful Smart, Green and Growing initiative as well as Maryland’s International Growth Strategy.

During the reception, Governor O’Malley announced that Stockholm would soon be the site for
Maryland’s eighth new foreign office, joining India, South Korea, Japan, Montenegro, Canada, Brazil
and South Africa. All eight offices operate on a contingency basis, with no up-front expense to
Maryland taxpayers, where State funding is based entirely on company attraction and job creation
in Maryland. Maryland’s Scandinavia office will be run by Swedish company Salesgen AB and is
slated to be operational by July 1, 2009.

“Like Maryland, Sweden is a leader in sustainability and clean technologies,” said DBED Secretary
Christian Johansson. “This mission helps strengthen our international relationships and position
Maryland as the ultimate location for a growing international clean energy or green technology
enterprise.”

Today’s announcement is one of many international
accomplishments for the O’Malley-Brown administration.
Earlier this year, Governor O’Malley announced Maryland’s
International Growth Strategy, which includes the Maryland
International Business Center, a one-stop shop for foreign
companies looking to expand their operations into Maryland,
as well as provide Maryland companies with export assistance.
The Center, which will be managed by DBED, will bring
together for the first time key state, federal and private sector
partners to give companies significantly improved access to
essential resources needed to grow. The Governor also
announced the creation of Maryland’s first incubator
dedicated exclusively to growing foreign-owned companies, as
well as the Governor’s International Advisory Council, which
brings together for the first time a diverse group of seasoned
Maryland business leaders to guide the State’s international
efforts.

In the past year, Maryland has attracted 14 foreign-owned companies, which have the potential to
create up to 250 new jobs. The wins are a result of a number of targeted economic development
missions to promote the State as a hub for global companies, including a blitz effort in September
2008 when the team visited Russia, China, South Africa and Finland. As a result, numerous foreign
business delegations from China, Finland, South Africa, India, Montenegro, Japan, Russia and South
Korea have visited Maryland to learn more about the State’s advantages for foreign companies.

Maryland is well positioned for growth in the global market, with more than 550 foreign-owned

companies from 30 countries currently calling Maryland home. Foreign-owned firms employ
roughly 105,000 Marylanders, or 3.5 percent of the workforce, with companies headquartered
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in the Netherlands, United Kingdom and Germany as the top three foreign employers in Maryland.

Through its main office in Baltimore and 12 offices around the globe, Maryland’s Division of
International Investment and Trade works to stimulate foreign direct investment in Maryland,
offers export assistance for small and mid-sized Maryland companies and coordinates international
trade and investment missions and trade show opportunities for Maryland companies. In addition
to the contingency offices, DBED’s other foreign offices include China (Shanghai), Taiwan, Israel and
Europe (Paris). For more information on Maryland’s international efforts, visit
www.choosemaryland.org.

Source: http.//www.gov.state.md.us/pressreleases/090610.asp

Stoking A Clean Fire With Green Experience

(April 2010 Hans Sandberg, Currents on-line) Swebo Bioenergy, a bioenergy company
from Luled, a city close to the Arctic Circle, has set up shop in the U.S. “We have
15 systems under installation in New England, and we see an increasing demand
for our technology,” says Mattias Lindgren, president of Swebo Bioenergy
International’s office in Annapolis, Maryland.
Swebo produces and sells bioenergy systems that can burn almost any
form of renewable energy its customers want to burn, whether woodchips,
Mattias Lindgren, CEOswebo  pellets, grain, slaughterhouse waste or chicken manure. “People laughed
when our CEO suggested that we could use horse manure as renewable
energy back in 1994,” says Mattias Lindgren. There is no single key technology behind Swebo’s
cleantech, but rather a lot of experience in how to burn fuel in an optimal way. The company, which
is based in northern Sweden, works closely with Luled Technical University. “We ask our customers
what they have they want to burn, and then find the best way to do it. We know what works,”
Lindgren says.

Swebo, which is valued at about $11 million (U.S.), was founded in 1976 and has over three decades
of experience in this field. “Our systems are much more efficient than corresponding American
systems, which are usually not developed for biofuel, but adapted,” Lindgren says. “Our systems are
more reliable and efficient. It’s a matter of technology, material usage and quality. But it takes a fair
amount of explaining to sell bioenergy systems, because customers are not always familiar with the
concept of using biofuels instead of oil.”

Swebo is starting up its Annapolis branch with a staff of three, but is planning to expand from the
East Coast to California, the South and the Midwest (it is already working with a manufacturing
partner in Minnesota). Many clients are universities, hotels, hospitals and prisons looking for small-
scale district heating. The systems and burners Swebo offers in the U.S. are redesigned from the
ground up, something that is necessary in order to match American standards for electricity,
electronic components, welding and safety.
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The company has also hired House of GreenTech, another Swedish company in Annapolis, to help it
sell to the American market. “We definitively see this as a growth market, and are happy to create
new green jobs in the process,” says Lindgren, who adds that he loves the American business
climate and culture. “Americans work hard and get to the point fast, but they also demand a high
level of service. You have to be good at building personal relationships and stick to your promises.”
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